FREEDOM    S   BATTLE

those who did not agree with the ideology of Moscow, could have
been present at one of those Cabinet meetings, he would have
been amazed at the sight of twelve Ministers discussing one death
sentence with a thoroughness worthy of the Hague Tribunal.
Sitting at Dr, Negrfn's right, I could see how painful it was for
him, when it came his turn to vote last, to give the deciding vote
on occasions when the Cabinet had divided equally. I remember
one such dramatic moment when it was a question of passing the
death sentence on one of the closest friends and colleagues of his
university days. Without hesitating an instant he cast his vote for
confirmation of the sentence. But all of us were aware of the
tension under which he was suffering and of the effort it cost him
to continue the meeting and deal with the other questions pending.

Apart from this, in the Cabinet meetings there was atmosphere
of perfect understanding between the Government and the
Prime Minister. Three sessions of my second Ministerial period
are engraved in my mind to the smallest detail.

About two weeks after the second reorganization of the Cabinet,
the rebel advance to the coast cut the normal communications
between Barcelona and Valencia and Madrid. A Cabinet meeting
was urgently called at eleven o'clock that night. Before the
assembled Ministers, Dr, Negrin read a series of decrees which he
intended to submit at once to the President of the Republic for
signature. All the necessary precautions had been taken some
days before, and every means of securing contact between the two
zones had been carefully studied down to the smallest detail.
As Dr. Negrin was speaking an adjutant came into the room to
inform him that General Miaja was on the telephone. We had
been waiting for this call, put through as soon as advice had been
received from the General Staff that the rebels were about to
sever communications. At any moment the telephone lines would
be cut. Dr. Negrin read to General Miaja the decree entrusting
him with the military command of the remainder of Republican
Spain, of which he had already been informed. He had just had
time to add a few words of encouragement and confidence when
the conversation was suddenly interrupted. We were all conscious
of a break which, although it might be technically repaired, would